
If you see someone taken into custody, find out their name from people nearby if 
you can, and contact Arrestee Support.

TAKEN INTO CUSTODY?

STAY CALM * STAY QUIET * YOU’LL BE OUT SOON

You have the right to have a person told of your arrest – ask that Arrestee Support is 
contacted. Tell the custody officer you authorise them to speak to us about your 
situation and welfare. You have a right to free legal advice. When you get out 
contact let Arrestee Support know!

REMAIN SILENT: ‘no comment’ to ALL questions before/after 
arrest and during interviews. From the moment you are stopped 
everything you say is evidence, there is no such thing as a friendly 
chat. Sign no statements without legal advice.

• Being arrested does not necessarily mean you will be 
charged.

• You have a right to be told why you are under arrest.
• Your photo, prints and DNA can be taken, you will be 

searched.
• Give your name and address (but nothing else) to the custody 

officer AT the police station.
• You have a right to see a doctor if sick or hurt.
• Do exercise your right to read the PACE code about how you 

should be treated in custody.

Inappropriate police behaviour?

When the police act they should be carrying out a lawful duty, 
so ask them what they are doing and why. Record all the details 
of what happened. Find other witnesses, especially if you saw 
an incident that led to an arrest, or injury (take a good photo). 

Complain & tell everyone you know!

Arrestee Support telephone: 
Solicitors telephone:  



On being stopped & searched
• You do not have to explain why you are there or comply with 

attempts to photograph or record you.
• The police can only give you a pat down, remove outer clothes, 

search your bags, and have you empty pockets, unless they 
take you to a private space. 

• You are not required to be actively compliant. You can 'go limp' 
as passive resistance if you wish. The police can use reasonable 
force to search.

Being searched?
● Get the officer’s number
● You are entitled to copy of the search form (police can decline 

to give on the spot if not practical) – ask for and keep the 
search record

● Ask which legal power is being used, what they are looking for 
and the grounds to suspect you

• The nature of the search should relate to what they are looking 
for and why they suspect you. If they suspect you of criminal 
damage, they don’t need to read your driving licence or check 
your phone.

The police only have the power to arrest you for not giving your 
name and address when asked, if:
—you are suspected of anti-social behaviour
—the police wish to summons you for an offence or issue a fixed 

penalty notice
—you are a driver of a vehicle or if involved in an accident or 

road traffic offence in a car or bike or as a pedestrian

Seizure of property
No need to give name/address. Ask for the evidence bag to be 
numbered and written on a search form. 

You do NOT have to give your name or address under ANY 
search power, SO DON’T!


